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Abstract 

 

Purpose - Writing for children is essentially an important part of creative writing. It is done in 

a free and imaginative way. It can also be called an exercise of free composition on any 

subject. Children literature includes stories, books, magazine, poems and the subjects which 

are include in the curriculum of primary and secondary level classes that are made for 

children. This paper aims to present a picture of the Assamese children literature, its present 

style, its impact and roles on developing the educational knowledge, mental development, 

imagination and morality of a child. We try to give a glimpse about the child- writer and their 

creative writing and an introduction of Assamese children’s magazine.  

 

Methodology : The necessary materials are collected from related books, article, research 

paper and internet. 

 

Main findings : This research paper, with clear date, seems to reflect about the children 

literature of Assam, especially the impact and roles of Children literature on developing the 

imaginations and mental power of children. This research paper also give an identification 

about the Assamese Child – writer. 

 

Application - Besides getting acquainted with the evolution of the discipline of children 

literature of Assam. This paper seems to be beneficial in comprehending the required 

adaptation and changes on the children literature. 

 

Novelty/ Originality : This significance of this paper lies in its effort to give a critical and 

analytical look at the children literature from its beginning to the present time. Most 

importantly the discussion will make a analysis on its value and necessity to develop a child. 

 

Keywords : Children, Literature, Assamese, Child, Imagine, Moral. 

 

Introduction 

 

The mentalities of the children are common, but sometimes in generally there are some 

different mentality grown up among them. So, that child writer are always be careful on 
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create a child literature. Children literature is essentially an important segment of creative 

writing. The heart and mind of children are very soft and kind. They have no deep knowledge 

on every subject. They are always depended on imagination. A writer may be a very good 

writer for grown up people, but he or she may not necessarily become a good write for 

children. Writing for children is not an easy work. It is not difficult to write for the adult 

people. Because writer can includes each and every experiences which they got from the life.  

In case of children’s literature, the writer cannot includes everything they that is known to 

them. The most important requirement quality is that they must try to exclude subjects which 

are not expected by the children. The primary differences between writing for children and 

writing for adults that the children’s literature should impact upon young’s mind with some 

morals and values and that must help with some morals and values and that must help shape 

their minds as well as their thinking process and outlook on the world. Children’s literature 

has a need in developing children’s literature has a need in developing children’s 

imagination, creativity, moral and emotional development. The children’s literature 

encourages the children to read more and more. They are always attracted by the story about 

animals, evils, king and queen, prince and princess etc. The children’s writer wrote about the 

above subjects to attract the children. The quality of writing a child literature is based on 

originality and importance of ideas with an imaginative use of language and beauty of literary 

and artistic style. The children’s literature provides enjoyment, imagination and inspiration, 

vicarious experience, understanding and empathy cultural heritage, moral reasoning and 

literary and artistic preference which helps in the development of personal value of a child. 

 

Literature Review : Various children’s literature like Novels, Tales, Poems, Drama, 

Magazine, Biography, Translated books from another language to Assamese, fiction are 

published in Assamese language. There is many more children writer in Assam. Some genre 

from Assamese Oral Literature like folk tales, lullabies, riddles are included in children’s 

literature. In the paper we will mentioned about the literary work of Lakshmi Nath Bejbarua, 

Atul Chandra Hazarika, Benudhar Sarma, Jyoti Prasad Agarwala, Prafulla Dutta Goswami, 

Nabakanta Barua, Leela Gogoi, Nirmalprabha Bordoloi, Gagan Chandra Adhikari, Dinesh 

Goswami, Karabi Deka Hazarika, Bandita Phukan. In this research paper we give a glimpse 

about the child magazine of Assam. 

 

Methodology : Analytical and descriptive methods are mainly used in this paper. Critical 

methods have been used in the study to analyse the collected data. 

 

Result/ Discussion 

 

Children’s literature used to educate, instruct and entertain children. The main rules and 

regulations of children’s literature are to help children in progressing mental development, 

inquisitiveness of children, to be independent, socialization, discipline, the idea about moral 

and natural theory as per age, learn about beauty, make a child to a good citizen, to learn 

children about sympathy, morality, kindness, etc. These rules and regulations should be main 

aim and ideal for the writer of children literature (Sarma, 1998). 
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The children literature’s author always is careful about the language of writing. This is very 

much important that the verses, poems, etc. used for children’s are composed in a rhythmic 

way.  Rhythms are very easy to remember and to refer day to day link to a child. The 

language of children’s literature should be easy and direct that the children can able to 

understand easily. Subject selection, power of imagination and attractive style- three thing 

can make an adult literature to a children’s literature. Accordingly to Encyclopaedia 

Americana got about children’s literature as following- 

 

In its usually occupied sense, children’s literature includes only that 

literature intended for the entertainment or instruction of children. It is wider 

or truer sense of embraces all literature marked by simplicity and vividness of 

expression and that frequently imaginative quality demanded by young mind. 

(The Encyclopaedia Americana, P. 1-6). 

 

Accordingly to the Encyclopaedia Britanica Children literature, the body of written 

works and accompanying illustrations produced in order to entertain or instruct young people. 

The genre encompasses a wide range of works including acknowledged classic of world 

literature, picture books and easy to read stories written exclusively for children, and fairy 

tales, lullabies, fables, folksongs and other primarily orally transmitted materials. 

 

F.J. Harvery Darton explained in his book “Children Book in England” about 

children’s literature that printed works produced ostensibly to give children spontaneous 

pleasure and not primarily to teach them nor solely to make them good nor to keep them 

profitably quiet. (Dartor, 1932). 

 

Children literatures are apart from informational works. It is embraces the whole 

content of the child’s imaginative world and that of his daily environment, as well as certain 

ideas and sentiments characteristics of it. Children’s literature designed for entertainment 

rather than self improvement, aiming at emotional expansion rather than acculturation, 

usually develops late. The children’s literature must give importance in the field of fine art, 

providing self dependent, education part and parcels of the society, proper marks of respect 

love and affection, showing mark of respect to others religious, mentally and physically to 

learnt and intellectual education etc. The children’s literature also must give importance to 

the language while composing any topics depending on their age groups.  This genre 

increases the interest on reading and literature which encourage the power to a child to create 

a high quality literature further. There are some important features in writing a children’s 

literature which a writer should be noticed carefully. These ares- 

 

(i) About the language. 

(ii) About the pictures including in the book. 

(iii) About the subject which much be presented by story or tales. 

(iv) About the cover picture. 

(v) About the main character. The main character much be a child character. 
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(vi) Rhyming or poetic language. 

(vii) Supernatural of mysterious story which attracted the children at large. 

 

Psychologist J.S. Grey give an opinion about the interest of reading of a child that 

children’s reading interest also undergoes major changes, as they became older younger 

children are interested in fairy stories and highly illustrated reading such a comic stories. 

Later adventure stories, juvenile fiction become more popular. 

 

In the tradition of Assamese literature, there are no division a child literature in earlier 

time. But Bhimcharit, Kankhowa Sishuleela, Folk-tales, lullabies, riddles can include in 

children literature Assamese Children’s literature may be divided in four types. They are- 

 

(i) Poem 

(ii) Imaginary 

(iii) Playlet 

(iv) Biography (Hazarika, 2017) 

 

Sometimes Story, Biography and Science fictions are mixed to each other. Translated- 

literature is covered a large part of children’s literature. Children’s Magazines are also a part 

of the Children’s literature. In this research paper we discuss the children’s literary work of 

the above mention writers as follows:- 

 

Lakshminath Bejbarua : Lakshminath Bejbarua was a famous Assamese writer. He has a 

pen named Rashraj for the humour and satire in his writing. He created various literary works 

for Assamese language. Among them “Kakadeuta Aru Natilora”, “Burhi Aair Sadhu”, 

“Junuka” was his notable literary work for children. 

 

Benudhar Sarma : Benudhar Sarma was a noted writer, translator, Journalist, Historical 

Researcher and Freedom fighter of Assam. He received the civilian honour of the “Padma 

Bhusan” and was the second Assamese writer who won the “Sahitya Akademi Award” for his 

literacy work “Congressor Kachiyali Rodot”. He wrote various books to the children’s also. 

His children’s literacy works are – Robinson Guse (translation 1918), Rangpata (1943), 

Monglotir Kanthimala (1946), Latumani (1959) etc. 

 

Atul Chandra Hazarika : Atul Chandra Hazarika was a famous Assamese Writer. He 

excelled as a poet, dramatist, children story writer and translator. He was bestowed the 

epithet  “Sahityacharjya” by ‘Asom Sahitya Sabha’ the premier literary organization of 

Assam. He authored many story books for children. Some of his translations of western 

classic like “Grimor Sadhu’, ‘Andersonor Sadhu’ becomes very popular among the reader. 

The children’s literary works of Atul Chandra Hazarika’s are- Kathakirton (1945), 

Kathadasham (1946), Nila Charai (1948), Maniki Madhuri (1949), Rang Mahal (1949), 

Ankiya Natar Sadhu (1950), Lorar Jatak (1950), Isopor Sadhu (1951), Apeswarir Sadhu 

(1952), Digbijoyi (1953), Kabya Kahini (1953), Runuk Junuk (1953), Amar Desh (1954), 

Ramayanar Rahghora (1956), Bharat Jeuti (1957), Biswajyoti (1958), Hahichampa (1958), 
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Grimor Sadhu (1960), Endersonor Sadhu (1961), Rani Himani (1962), Aaitar Sadhu (1968), 

Jalkowari (1968), Aamar Bharat (1973). 

 

Jyoti Prasad Agarwala : Jyoti Prasad Agarwala was a famous Indian playwright, 

songwriter, poet, children’s literature writer and film maker. He wrote many more Assamese 

poem depending on child-psychology. He created the children’s poems on base of various 

feelings and experiences of a child’s mind and psychology. He wrote a large numbers of 

children’s poems like- ‘Akoman Lora’, ‘Akaman Sowali’, Kumpur Sapon’, ‘Bhootar Powali’, 

‘Akanir Sapon’, ‘Manasha’, ‘Natur Akanmanir Gaan’, Akanir Ramayan (incomplete) etc. the 

all above mention poems are included in his book “Jyotiprasad Rachanabali’ edited by 

Satyendra Nath Sarma. 

 

Prafulla Dutta Goswami : the famous folklorist of Assam, Prafulla Dutta Goswami also 

collected some story from English language and translated to Assamese named “Bilati Hoja”. 

 

Nabakanta Barua : Nabakanta Barua was a famous poet, novelist and children’s writer of 

Assam. He used some pen name like Ekhud Kokaideu. Sapon, Natun Kokaideu to write the 

children’s literature. In 1956, he got the National Award for his children’s novel name “Siyali 

Palegoi Ratanpur”. The children’s literature created by Nabakanta Barua are- Siyali Palegoi 

Ratanpur (1956), Akharar Jakhala (1958), Bhat U Kare Bhu (1960), Makhanar Kukura 

Powali (1962), Manat Porar Sabda (1980), Moi Tuniye Tuntunalo (1981), Gulap aru 

Beliphool (1981), Kishor Ramayan (1987), Kishor Upanishad (1988) and Omala Ghar (1989) 

etc. Nabakanta Barua was awarded Sahitya Akademi Award for his novel “Kokadeutar Har” 

in 1975. He received the civilian honour of the “Padma Bhusan” in 1979. 

 

Leela Gogoi : Leela Gogoi was one of the prominent Assamese writers of the twentieth 

century. He was a historian, novelist, poet and satirical writer. Leela Gogoi also wrote some 

children’s literature - Sontara (1954), Khara Siyalar Biya (1954), Ponakanar Sapon (1955) 

etc. 

 

Nirmalprabha Bordoloi : Nirmal Prabha Bordoloi was a famous poet, lyricist, writer and 

folklorist of Assam. She was honoured by Sahitya Akademi Award in 1983 for her poetry 

book “Sudirgha Din Aru Rati”, President Award in 1957 for children’s literature and the 

Asom Sahitya Sabha award twice in 1977 and 1989 for her scholarly non-fiction books 

“Dinar Pisat Din” and “Devi” respectively. In 1987, she was conferrd the Saraswati Sanman 

tile. The children literary work of Nirmal Prabha Bordoloi’s are Katha Charit Sagar (1975), 

Asamiya Omala Geet (1977), Maan Uraniya (1977) etc. 

 

Keshab Mahanta : Keshab Mahanta was a famous Assamese poet and lyricist. He was 

honoured by Sahitya Akademi Award for his book “Mor Je Kiman Hepah”, a lyrical 

collection. His children’s literary works are Omala ghar (1970), Maa Ami Sadaloi Jamei 

(1983), Beli Olowar Sadhu (2002) etc. 
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Bhabendra Nath Saikia : Bhabendra Nath Saikia was a writer, novelist, short story writer 

and film director. He won many literary awards like - Assam Publication Board Award 

(1973), Sahitya Akademi (1976), Assam Valley Literary Award (1990), Srimanta Sankardev 

Award (1998). He also awarded by Padmashri Award (2001). His children’s related books 

are – “Maramar Deuta”, “Tomalokar Bhal Haok”, “Shanta-Shista”, “Hrista-Pusta 

Mahadusta”, “Mahadustar Dustabuddhi”, “Maram”, “Aamar Akhor” and “Padyor Dhemali”, 

etc. 

 

Gagan Chandra Adhikari : Gagan Chandra Adhikari was a famous children’s writer of 

Assam. He was composed hundred of poems and won the hearts of countless youngs minds. 

He has published books of poems and fiction folk-tales. They are – Takat Ekota Hatee 

(1981), Rodali Ae Rod Ekon De (1988), Kok-Kokre-Kok Ke-Ke-Hua (1990), Akharar Geet 

(1995), Tinikhan Theng Hall Burhi Aaitar (1995), Torch Mara Mah (2001), Manoram 

Khabarar Pera (1995), Makhan Mamar Sadhu (2002), Asamiya Bhikhari (2001). 

 

Dinesh Chandra Goswami : Dinesh Chandra Goswami is an Assamese writer and winner of 

the Sahitya Akademis “Bal Sahitya Praskar” for the year of 2014. He is also famous as a 

scientist. He wrote several scientific. He started writing a Children’s Column at the age of 11. 

His first book “Abhinav Abiskar’ was published in 1975. He has published about seven 

novels, seven short story collections, one children’s drama, forty five popular science books 

and various text book and guide books. He was honoured by the President of India for 

contribution to children’s literature in 2007. Some of his significant works includes novels 

such as Jonakir Jilikani, Sabda Nirantor Sabda, Dibya Upaban, Tritonor Adhiyan, Kalpajagat 

etc. 

 

Karabi Deka Hazarika : Karabi Deka Hazarika is a famous poet children’s writer, novelist 

lyrician and crities. Karabi Deka Hazarika’s literary style is multifaceted. She published 

frequently in the children’s corners of news paper and magazine like Asam Bani, Dainik 

Asom, Asom Batari, Deepak etc. She has authored many stories and poems that resonates 

well with the language and psyche of the children and adolescents. These writing explore the 

esoteric life world of children made up of fantasies and adventures, with frequent forays into 

the animal kingdom and the other extravaganzas offered by a bountiful nature. She use the 

simple language, wit and her portrayal of everyday life that connects with children minds sets 

her apart from other children’s literature authors. Her literary works for children’s are- 

Junukar Erati (1992), Chikmikar Kahini (1992), Seuji Manar Kahini (1992), Emuthi Sonali 

Tora (ed.), Bezbaruar Sadhukatha (ed.), Lion King (2002), Gaan Goa Bhoot (2005), Helen 

Kelar 92012) etc. 

 

Bandita Phukan : Bandita Phukan is a well known short story writer and children’s writer. 

She is the first lady Mechanical Engineer of North East Region of India. She is very popular 

among the children as a writer. Her children novel has seventh edition respectively. Her 

books published by the National Book Trust and translated to various Indian language as well 

as English too. In “Amar Chitra Katha”. She has written a comic named “Joymoti”. Bandita 

Phukan was awarded “Sahitya Akademi” for children’s novel “Seujiya Dharani” in 2011. She 
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has won award from the Assam Publication Board for her children novel “Jumi, Rima Aru 

Sihot”. Her contribution to children literature include four technical books, 25 novels, four 

prose and Poems book, three biographies, 20 translated biographies, six other translated 

books and one comics in English. There are some of contribution of her children’s books- 

“Kiyo Ene Hoise”, “Sontihotor Bipad”, “Jumi Rima Aru Sihot”, “Bandhar Dinat Sontihat”, 

“Ban Ahisit”, “Minur Atithi”, “Seujiya Dharani”, “Rajibar Gaon”, “Kakar Jimi”, “Sontir 

Robot Kukur”, “Minur Robot Sakhi”, “Jadur Nagari”, “Swadhinatar Eta Path”, etc. 

 

Impact of Children’s literature in the curriculum at Primary and 

Secondary level : 

 

 As it is focused at the primary and secondary level of learning, the need for children’s 

literature may be varied in terms of reasoning capacity of the targeted children. In the 

curriculum various known poetic lines, proverbs, phrase, moral tales, folk tales are 

given in a way to have an impact on the general understanding of a child’s learning. 

Some poetic phrases held to know the cultural prospects of the own culture. Some 

lines also help in clearing word modulation and pronunciation which called tongue 

twisters. These are also used to pick up the speedy pronunciations. In the primary 

stage of learning, some Assamese verses are given to increase the general knowledge 

of children’s about the fruits, vegetables, birds, animals, flowers, colours, taste in 

poetic version. These are effective in knowledge, as well as easy to remember. 

Children’s are like to listening stories, fairy tales than reading it thoroughly. The 

children’s literature based curriculum helps an idiomatic and lexical learning, reading 

out stories. Verse and poetry enhance the interest of children in terms of language 

learning also. It makes an interest into the language in which the curriculum is 

prepared. The children’s literatures which are written in the base of general science it 

help the children for science learning also. For examples the children’s magazines 

“Natun Awiskar”, “Bigyan Jeuti”, “Safura”, Baro Uthora”, “Maushak” are playing a 

great role in expended ideas that are useful in the curriculum approach also. 

 

A Glimpse on Assamese Children Magazine : 

 

Children’s Magazines help to get the children various information regarding the 

knowledge and sentiment. It also informed them about the current affairs. The children can 

learn various things about the contemporary pictures of the society, culture, science, 

economy, political, superstitions from the topic of the magazine. From the magazine the 

children also get information about the foreign country. The children’s magazine inspires 

children working in literature and to be literacy. Many children’s are able to develop their 

abilities of writing through these magazines. There is a list of various contents of children’s 

magazine give knowledge and enjoyment to the children. It this paper we try to give a 

glimpse on Assamese Children’s Magazine from the first magazine “Lora Bandhu” to current 

famous Assamese Children’s Magazine. The names, editors and publishing year are 

mentioned below :- 
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Sl. 

No. 

Name of the Children Magazine Editor Year 

1 Lora Bandhu Karunabhiram Baruah 1888 

2 Akan Hem Chandra Goswami 1915 

3 Moina Raghunath Choudhury 1923 

4 Arun Mahadev Sarma 1927 

5 Amar Desh Tulash Narayan Sarma 1931 

6 Pakhila Harendra Nath Sarma 1933 

7 Na-Jon Nilamani Phukan 1934 

8 Parijat Dinanath Sarma 1940 

9 Akan Birinchi Kumar Barua 1948 

10 Kachijon M. Ibrahim Ali 1951 

11 Deepak Gauri Kanta Talukdar 1954 

12 Jonbai Nabakanta Barua 1961 

13 Bijnan Jeuti Minadhar Barthakur 1961 

14 Balya Jeuti Nagendra Narayan Bhattacharya 1968 

15 Chandamama B. Nagi Reddy 1976 

16 Kanika Arun Sarma 1977 

17 Moina Surya Kumar Bhuyan 1979 

18 Saphura Bhabendra Nath Saikia 1983 

19 Luil Comics Manabendra Kumar Barua 1983 

20 Mauchak Santanu Tamuly 1984 

21 Drishti Dr. Dinesh Chandra Goswami 1984 

22 Twinkle Ananta Pai 1984 

23 Kan Kan Ranju Hazarika 1985 

24 Aikyatan Santanu Kaushik Barua 1987 

25 Bigyan Saphura Kul Ranjan Deka 1987 

26 Natun Abiskar Santanu Tamuly 1988 

27 Gyan-Bigyan Dinesh Baishya 1990 

28 Kishor Homen Borgohain 1990 

29 Akanir Agradut Ramen Saikia 1995 

30 Aamar Sarathi Nagen Bora 1996 

31 Jigyash Kulendu Pathak 1997 

32 Gyanam Dulal Mishra 1998 

33 Chatra Sarathi Sivanath Barman 2002 

34 Rongmon  2005 

35 Gyankosh Dulal Mishra  

(Assam Year Book- 2015 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

Children’s literature plays a vital role in developing intellectual ability of the children. 

Children’s literature inspires children working in literature and to be literacy. But, it is very 

important thing that the children’s literature should have the suitability to reach the access by 

the children. Assamese children’s literature is very vast in number. In this research paper we 
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just give an analysis and glimpse of the roles of children’s literature in developing the child-

psychology and educational progress and impact of it, it in the life of a child. Children’s 

literature also help in moral develop of the children. It takes a part to create a child to be a 

good writer and citizen in future. In this research paper we give an introduction of the 

Assamese famous children’s literature’s author and their creations. We also give an 

introduction of Assamese children magazine with editor and publishing year.     

 

 

References: 

 

1) Sarma, Satyendra Nath (2011), Asamiya Sahityar Samikshatmak Itibritta, Guwahati, 

1998, P.429. 

2) The Encyclopaedia Americana (2000), P.1-6. 

3) Darton, F.J. Harvey, Children Book in England, Cambridge University (1932), P.1. 

4) Asamiya Sahityar Buranji (ed.), Homen Borgohain, Sishu Aru Kishor Sahitya, Karabi 

Deka Hazarika, 2017, P.505. 

PROTEUS JOURNAL

VOLUME 11 ISSUE 12 2020

ISSN/eISSN: 0889-6348

http://www.proteusresearch.org/    Page No: 84


