
HIGHER EDUCATION FOR STUDENTS WITH VISUAL IMPAIRMENT IN INDIA 

 

Shruti Pandey1 
Assistant Professor in Special Education, Faculty of Education, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi, U.P. 

Email: shrutipandey2801@gmail.com 
 

Dr. Yogendra Pandey2 
Associate Professor in Special Education, Faculty of Education, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi, U.P 

Email:yogendra.spl@gmail.com 

 

 

Abstract 

"Education should train the child to use his brains, to make for himself a place in the world and 

maintain his rights even when it seems that society would shove him into the scrap-heap." 

    - Helen Keller 

 

Education provides a basis for the national development. Equal access to education including 

higher education is the matter of civil liberties. Several policies, provisions and schemes have been 

formulated to ensure the equal access to education at all levels including higher education. The 

Indian census survey 2001 indicates that disability touches the lives of 20 million people i.e. 2.13% 

of its total population. Equal access to education including higher education is the matter Civil 

liberties.  This study aims to find out the current problems in higher education for Students with 

visual impairment and developing adequate programmes for visually impaired students in order 

to enable them to achieve successful goals of. Hence, it demands immediate attention for study 

and research.  Findings of this study reveals the fact that Higher educational system in India is 

accessible for only few students with disability, there is an emergent need to focus on several areas 

i.e. education, health and rehabilitation, support for everyday living skills, livelihood 

opportunities, advocacy and campaigning to fight against disability. There are several other 

factors which affects the quality of higher education which includes lack of qualified teachers at 

higher education levels as well as lack of human resource training centre, substandard quality of 

research,  underprivileged support system at administrative level, inappropriate curriculum and 

examination system, , and financial constraints.  

 The   paper   identifies these   problems   and   suggests   that   a possible change in 

perception towards higher education for visually impaired students would be most desired in the 

current situation.   

 

Key Terms: Higher Education, Students with Visual impairment, Barrier Free Environment, 

Accesibility 

******* 

 

Introduction: 

Disability can be regarded as a dynamic phenomenon that directly affects individual physiological, 

psychological, socio-economic position and the cultural environments.  Disabled people are not 

only the most deprived human beings as they are most neglected part of the society from past 

years. In existing scenario over 21 million people in India at risk of disability, which is equivalent 
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to 2.1% of the total population including 12.6 million males and 9.3 million females (Census, 

2001). Among all the disabilities visual impairment at 48.5% emerges at the top category. In 2001, 

census 21 million people were disabled which has increased to 26 million in 2011 census (Census, 

2011). 

 The estimated data given by World Health Organization (WHO) reveals the fact that there 

are 285 million people world-wide having vision impairments, among them approximately 40 

million people having severe vision impairment and blindness. The threat of blindness is even in 

developing countries, approximately 87% of people with vision impairments live in Africa, Asia, 

Latin America and the Pacific Region of the world (World Health Organization, 2011). In recent 

years higher education has got the tremendous importance in India. India is third largest country 

with regard to higher education system, preceded by China and United States (Joseph, 2012). 

However, enrolment data reveals some other important facts that only 12.5% of the population 

with age bracket of  18-24 has access to higher education in  developing countries whereas around 

more than 50% students in developed countries. For the promotion of higher education among 

students with disability the Action Plan for Inclusive Education of Children and Youth with 

Disabilities (IECYD), 2005 was made. In this plan the policies and provisions are taken into 

account at different educational structures and systems for improving the conditions of higher 

education for students with disabilities. (World Bank, 2004). 

  University Grants Commission (UGC), a statuary body for higher education in India 

reveals the fact that, 6 % of the youth population is enrolled in Indian universities and colleges. 

However only 1.2 % of the 3.6 lakh disabled youth are enrolled in the universities and colleges.  

As per National Centre for Promotion of Employment for Disabled People (NCPEDP, 2005) only 

0.1%  are getting employment, consisting 0.07% male and 0.03%  female respectively. Although 

there is provision 3% seats are reserved for the students with disabilities this indicates that these 

students are not able to reach the higher levels of education. Higher educational system in India is 

not accessible to 98.8 % for students with disabilities, there is an emergent need to focus on several 

areas i.e. education, health and rehabilitation, support for everyday living skills, livelihood 

opportunities, advocacy and campaigning to fight against disability. In current scenario achieving 

success in higher education institutions for students with disabilities requires an ability to manage 

academic challenges occur due to their impairments. In this regard students need to be aware of 

their disabilities, develop effective coping strategies to manage their condition, also it is required 
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to accept the strengths and limitations occur due to disabilities and awareness with respect to 

policies and support available. 

Key terms: 

 Higher Education: Higher education is an educational level that follows a completion of a 

school providing a secondary education. It includes teaching, research, and professional 

development courses at university level. 

 Students with Visual Impairment: Students who have completed secondary education and 

having low or no light perception. 

 

Research Questions: 

1. What are the factors responsible for fostering educational advancement of students with 

visual impairment at higher educational levels? 

2. What kind of strategies should be made to overcome the challenges of higher education 

among students with visual impairment? 

 

Objectives of the study: 

 To study the existing Policies/Programmes/Schemes related to Higher education for Students 

with visual Impairment. 

 To study challenges and factors affecting the education of Students with Visual Impairment at 

higher educational levels. 

 To list out emerging concerns and basic recommendations in the higher education for person 

with visual impairment 

 

Higher Education: Need and Challenges 

Higher education is a stepping stone as it stands to pave way to job opportunities for the graduate 

to enable them to contribute their quota to nation building. The higher educational institutions as 

the apex in the educational career are expected to play leadership role in the nation; providing 

people with special qualifications and motivation. They are also to equip the individual with the 

maximum intellectual and physical skills which he requires to be an innovative, creative, and self-

reliant member of the society, able to cope with the economic and cultural demands of the society. 

The visually impaired need higher education which will minimize the effect of their disability and 

develop their powers and potentials adequately. This stand out to challenge the negative attitude 
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that some persons have developed towards the capability of persons with visual impairment 

(Omede, 2015). In India the gross enrolment rate (GER) in higher education is 20.4% and its needs 

around 30% to full fill the requirement (MHRD, 2012). Several policies, provisions and schemes 

have been put together to ensure the equal access at higher education levels. In Indian Education 

Commission (1964-66), disability issues were discussed later on  PWD Act (1995) enhances the 

promotion of disability at different levels followed by Action plan of Inclusive Education for 

Youth with Disabilities (2005) which is more emphasized on  the rights of persons with special 

needs to Higher Education.  In the IX Five year plan, University Grant Commission has launched 

two schemes in the year 1998 i.e. ‘TEPSE’ (Teacher Preparation in Special Education) and 

‘HEPSN’ (Higher Education for Persons with Special Needs) which supports setting up of 

disability units in Universities. Under this scheme, fund was allocated to 13 different universities, 

this scheme further continued to X, XI & XII Five year plan. There are several barriers in 

implementing  this scheme i.e. lack of sufficient numbers of students with documented disabilities 

and other the scheme was never publicized enough for institutions to apply. University Grant 

Commission has also created an Equal Opportunity Cells (EOC) which establishes computer lab 

for e-resources to students with visual impairment to overcome the obstacles using various 

software. But only few Indian universities are providing this access to the students with visual 

impairment. UGC has also given grants on proposal for the removal of architectural barriers in 

higher education institution as for making disabled friendly toilets, lifts, accessible ramps, 

classrooms etc. The many efforts has been done by government to encourage higher education 

among students with visual impairment.  In the past few years’ emphasis on coordination of 

services related to health, nutrition, education, science and technology, employment, sports, 

cultural, art and craft and welfare programs was done by government, to promote accessibility 

among students with visual impairment with respect to higher education system. However, the 

number of students with disabilities going for higher or professional education is still very small.  

  

Factor affecting quality in Higher Education for Person with Visual Impairment: 

In the report of British Council (2014) divulge the fact that Indian higher education is faced with 

four broad challenges:  a) the supply-demand gap i.e.  low rate of enrolment in higher education; 

b) The low quality of teaching and learning including shortage of faculty, poor quality teaching, 

lack of accountability and quality assurance and separation of research and teaching etc. c) 

Constraints on research capacity and innovation as there is low level of PhD enrolment, lack of 
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opportunities for interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary research, and low levels of industry 

engagement. d) Uneven growth and access to opportunity as well as multidimensional inequalities 

in enrolment across population groups and geographies. In contrast to these challenges there are 

several factors which affects the enrollment of students with visual impairment in higher education 

levels, are as follows: 

a. Architectural or Structural Barriers: It is difficult for students with visual impairment to 

access their university campus due to lack of ramps, railings, disabled friendly toilets etc. 

Harrison (2001) suggested to implement Universal design principles cater the accessibility 

issues at different levels 

b. Attitudinal Barriers: Societal attitudes as well as attitudes of teachers and parents may create 

a barrier to their smooth educational process. Hergart and Pocklington (1982) suggested that 

in educational institutions visually impaired students should educated along with their normal 

peers, fostering positive attitudes and more acceptance of the visually impaired students along 

with students without any impairments. 

c.  Unavailability of Special Services and Materials: Haugann (1987) in his study i.e. problems 

of students with visual impairment in institutions of higher education stated that counseling 

services were not available for students with visual impairment. There is scarcity of Braille 

printed books as well as lack of visual readers. Moreover, students with visual impairment 

were experiencing difficulty in adjusting to university life the difficulties in taking exams and 

problems in utilizing transport also existed. So to gratify these issues in higher education, 

suitable approach and suitable learning environment should be must. Furthermore, equal 

facilities, training should be given to have a more clear understanding of the subject materials. 

d. Teacher's Stigmatizations: Fuller et al, (2004) also studied obstacles experienced by students 

with disabilities at higher education level which includes fast speed of teachers’ delivery of 

lectures, difficulty in taking part in discussions and giving answers to questions. On the other 

hand some teachers did not allow to record their lectures on audio tape and also neglect their 

specific problems.  

e. Open distance learning related Issues: Gill (2009) found that students with visual 

impairment were encountering a number of difficulties in distance education including 

unavailability of materials, indolence in using technical tool and difficulty in adapting 

curriculum content. Burgstahlers (2002) also stated that distance education programmes 

unwillingly create barriers for students with special needs. In other words student with visual 
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impairment are susceptible to accessibility and inclusion with reference to Open and Distance 

Learning (ODL). To help these students in open distance learning it is required to plan 

rigorously during the development of curriculum with an understanding of their conditions. 

f. Scholarship and Cost Related Issues: Philip and Todd (1999) enumerate the funding related 

issues in higher education for students with disabilities. He highlights the key issue of higher 

education i.e. expensive undertaking and fund expanding academic systems. Also 

Unawareness of students which will further create a barrier to achieve scholarships at higher 

educational levels. 

g. Employment and Placement of Students with Visual Impairments: Punani and Rawal 

(2000) suggested major barriers to employment of students with visual impairment after their 

education they are:  absence of identification services; lack of job-oriented training facilities 

and lack of training of employment officers as well as employees, lack of an implementing 

machinery and absence of a system of delivery of services, ignorance and apathy of employers, 

of employers and Government officials. 

 

Suggestions and future Scope of the Study: 

 A quantitative approach can be also used to intensive study should be conducted using large 

sample. Randomized sampling technique may be used in the sample collection to eliminate the 

errors. 

 Provide arrangements for taping or Brailing of texts to be made for independent curriculum 

adaptation. Some equipment or activities required to be adapted to help students with visual 

impairments to participate in practical classes. 

 Encouraging the student to contact the Guidance and Counseling services in finding better 

accessibility. 

 Universal Design should be provided foe equal access to educational institutions at higher 

educational levels.  

 

Conclusion: 

India is moving ahead to keep pace with the developed world and has introduced innovative 

policies and programmes for the education of students with disabilities.  In current situation 

education become the anticipation for emancipation and enlightenment of the students with various 

disabilities. The primary objective of higher education is to promote services, so that students with 
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visually impairment are encouraged to become functionally independent and productive members 

of the nation through different channels i.e. through education, vocational training, medical 

rehabilitation, and socio-economic rehabilitation. If efforts are secondary levels of education 

system, the inclusion of students with visual impairment will be increased to their inclusion in 

higher education. The levels inclusion and enrollments in higher education can be increased by 

facilitating admission, providing guidance and counselling, creating awareness about the specific 

needs of students with visual impairment, and assisting visual impairment graduates to gain 

successful employment in the public as well as private sector.  
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