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Abstract:The versatile personality is generally used to refer to individuals with multitalented 

with different areas. Dr. BhabendraNathSaikia was one of the greatest legends of Assam. This 

multi-faceted personality has given his tits and bits to both the Assamese literature, as well as, 

Assamese cinema. Dr. BhabendraNathSaikia was winner of Sahitya Academy award and Padma 

shri, student of science, researcher, physicist, editor, short story writer and film director from 

Assam. His gift to the Assamese society and in the fields of art, culture and literature has not yet 

been adequately measured.Saikia was a genius person of exceptional intellectual creative power 

or other natural ability or tendency. In this paper, author analyses the multi dimension of 

BhabendraNathSaikias and his outstanding contributions to make him a versatile legendary of 

Assam. 
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1. METHODOLOGY 

 During the research it collected data through secondary sources like various Books, E-books, 

Articles, and Internet etc. 

2. INTRODUCTION  

BhabendraNathSaikia was an extraordinary talented genius ever produced by Assam in 

centuries. Whether it is literature or cinema, researcher or academician, 
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BhabendraNathSaikia was unbeatable throughout his life. The one name that coinsures up a 

feeling of warmth in every Assamese heart is that of Dr. BhabendraNathSaikia. 

3. EARLY LIFE, EDUCATION AND CAREER 

BhabendranathSaikia was born on February 20, 1932, in Nagaon, Assam. He passed his 

matriculation examination in 1948 and the Intermediate examination in Science in 1950, both 

with first division marks. He passed BSc Examination in 1952 with honours in Physics from 

theCotton College of Gauhati University. He received a post graduate degree in Physics from 

the Presidency College of Calcutta University. He obtained his PhD in physics from 

the University of London in 1961. He also obtained a Diploma from the Imperial College of 

Science and Technology, London, in 1961.Dr. Saikia started his colourful career as a physics 

teacher in Sibsagar College. Then he moved to Guwahati University. Later, 

BhabendraNathSaikia served as Secretary of the Co-ordination Committee for production of 

textbooks in regional languages. He had also served as the Chairman of the Railway Service 

Commission for North East Frontier Railways1. He became a member of 

SangeetNatakAkademi, India2. 

 

Saikia edited the PRANTIK(         ), an Assamese monthly magazine, and a 

children's magazine named Xaphura (      ), both in the Assamese language. He was 

also the president of the JyotiChitraban which was for a long time the only film studioin 

Assam. He had the unique distinction of having won the National Awards for each of his 

seven Assamese films. For his services to the literature, culture and cinema of Assam, Saikia 

was awarded the Padma Shri in 2001. 

4. CONTRIBUTIONS 

BhabendraNathSaikia played an active role different areas as well as his contributions 

towards the society is too much worthy. Here contributions of Saikia’s in different areas has 

been elaborated. 

                                                           
1https://www.assams.info/people/bhabendranath-saikia 

2Saikia, BhabendraNath. BhabendraNathSaikiaarNaatyaXombhaar; (Plays by BhabendraNathSaikia). Guwahati: 
JyotiProkashan. 
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He is recognised as one of the top-ranking writers of Assam. Many stories have been 

translated into English, Bengali, Hindi, Telugu, Malayalam, Marathi, Gujarati etc. He had 

also written a large number of plays for All India Radio (AIR). The 

plays Kolahal, Durbhiksha and Itihaas were taken up by the AIR as national 

plays. Kolahal was selected for broadcast from foreign centres. He has been associated 

actively with the stage as a playwright and director. He has written many plays for the 

Mobile Theatre of Assam, and a number of one-act plays. 

He directed eight feature films, which have been screened at International Film Festivals held 

at various places such as Cannes, Madras, Hyderabad, New Delhi, Bangalore, Calcutta, 

Karlovy Vary (Czechoslovakia), Nantes (France), Valladolid (Spain), Algiers (Algeria), 

Pyong Yong (North Korea), Sydney, Munich, Montreal and Toronto. Has also directed one 

episode of a Doordarshan series on Rabindranath Tagore’s stories in Hindi. Seven out of 

Saikia's eight films have been selected for Indian Panorama Section of the International Film 

Festival of India. • He received the SahityaAkademi (India) Award in 1976, the Rajat Kamal 

Award of the Government of India for the film Sandhyarag in 1978, Anirban in 1981, 

Agnisnan in 1985, Kolahal in 1988, Sarothi in 1992, Abartan in 1994 and for Itihaas in 1996. 

He was adjudged as one of the "Twenty one Great Assamese Persons of the twentieth 

century" in a literary weekly news magazine of Assam. 

His literary genius that made Dr. Saikia a household name in Assam. Be it short stories, 

novels, stage plays or children’s literature. Dr. Saikia’s stature in Assamese literature is 

unparalled. He was the author of twenty nine books as of January, 2001 which also included 

his autobiography Jivan Britta that he completed in 20003. 

In a career of 21 years from 1977 to 1999 Saikia made 8 films, 7 in Assamese and 1 in Hindi. 

Kalakhetra 6 films include- Sandhyaraag, Anirban, Kolahol, Itihas, Abartan and Agnisnan. 

From Sandhyaraag in 1977 to Kalsandhya in 1999, this man has not only churned out eight 

films, but also established the fact that even without a conducive environment for filmmaking 

in the state, good films can be made4. 

Dr. Saikia has also put his hand and heart in the publication of few prestigious journals, the 

most popular “PRANTIK’’ is one with which he was associated from the very fast. A 

                                                           
3http://www.assaminfo.com/famous-people/57/dr-bhabendra-nath-saikia.htm 
4http://www.assaminfo.com/famous-people/57/dr-bhabendra-nath-saikia.htm 
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children’s Journal “HOFURA” discontinued for some time, but has started again under his 

able leadership. Readers of “PRANTIK” will agree, that Dr. Saikia has given the journal a 

very respectable look not only its presentation but also in the variety and depth of its 

contents5. 

Dr.Saikia’s creativity found other equally successful outlets. His radio plays are one, more 

particularly a few he created for children has not been bettered as yet by other similar 

creations. He has also given a status to the most famous trend in Assamese Theatre, namely 

Mobile Theatre like Abahan Theatre. Sringkhal (The Quiver), an Assamese film based on a 

short story written by BhabendraNathSaikia, was released on 17 October 2014. Directed by 

PrabinHazarika, Sringkhal was co-produced by the Assam State Film (Finance and 

Development) Corporation Limited with PreetiSaikia, ParthaPratim Bora, SangeetaSaikia, 

DipendraPatowary and PrabinHazarika6. 

 

5. AWARDS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Dr. Saikia received the ‘Sahitya Academy Award’ for his literary masterpiece ‘Shrinkhal’ in the 

year, 1976. He was also awarded with the ‘Assam Valley Literary Award’ in the year, 1990 and 

‘Sankaradeva Award’ in the year, 1998.  In 2001, the Dibrugarh University conferred the Degree 

of D.Litt, honorisCausa on Dr. Saikia in recognition of his outstanding contribution in the fields 

of cinema and literature7. 

The famous ‘SankardevKalakhetra’ in Guwahati was the brain child of Dr. 

BhabendraNathSaikia. He served as its Vice Chariman till 2003. Dr. Saikia’s dream project was 

BhabendraNathSaikia Children Welfare Trust (known as Aarohan), a program for the 

educations, cultural and intellectual development of children. Aarohan is now fully functional at 

Basisthapur, Guwahati, Assam8. 

Saikia was a Member of SangeetNatakAkademy; Member of the Executive and General Council 

of SahityaAkademi; Member, Indian National Council for co-operation with UNESCO; Member, 

Academic Council, Gauhati University; President of JyotiChitraban (Film Studio) Society; 

                                                           
5 ibid 
6 ibid 
7https://www.assams.info/people/bhabendranath-saikia 
8 ibid 
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Member, Advisory Body, All India Radio, Guwahati; Chairman, Assam State Film (Finance and 

Development) Corporation Ltd; Member., Governing Body, North East Zone Cultural Centre, 

Dimapur; Member, Governing Body, East Zone Cultural Centre, Kolkata; Member of Court of 

the Gauhati University, Assam; Member, Society of the Film and Television Institute of India, 

Pune, Member, Board of Trustees, National Book Trust of India. 

 

6. CONCLUSION 

BhabendraNathSaikia has been an immensely popular personality of Assam. But the 

popularity has been changed since the demise of Saikia and contemporary have given new 

meaning to Saikia’s creativity. In the current scenario, as a versatile legend of Assam has 

become important in the cocio-cultural life of Assam. Apart from being a well-known writer, 

novelist, filmmaker and academician from Assam, BhabendraNathSaikia owns great pride in 

fact in being popular personality of Assam too. A genius, with never ending creative ideas 

and a lowprofile lifestyle, constantly mingling with the people at the grassroots. For instance 

his presence is still alive every Assamese people. 

BhabendraNathSaikia passed away in 2003. He laid his life for Assam, for its people. His 

contributions to the whole Assamese society will be remembered forever. 
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