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Abstract 

Organic farming in India is attaining popularity day by day. India is endowed with 

various types of naturally available organic form of nutrients in different parts of the country and 

it will help for organic cultivation of crops substantially. The rising population of India has 

started creating demographic pressure on agriculture sector to maintain food security. For 

producing better crop yield, chemical fertilizers and pesticides were used and this creates more 

health hazards. To generate good health and environment, a need arise a shift to organic 

agriculture. India is home to 30 % of the total organic producers in the world, but accounts for 

just 2.59 % of the total organic cultivation area of 57.8 million hectares. Organic farming is 

useful for natural resources and the environment. The study mainly focused on the Present status 

of the organic farming in India and given the main challenges and constraints of organic farming.  
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INTRODUCTION 

In the present agricultural situation, crop yield is declining day by day despite 

maximization of chemical inputs. Vicious cycle of chemical farming is now exposed in the 

growing crop un-sustainability, higher input requirement, poor soil quality as well as recurrent 

pest and disease infestation. The excess/indiscriminate use of pesticides and fertilizers has led to 

the entry of harmful compounds into food chain, death of natural enemies and deterioration of 

surrounding ecology. Enhanced use of pesticide has resulted in serious health implications to 

man and his environment.  Hence, enrichment and maintenance of system productivity and 

resource quality is crucial for sustainable agriculture. Organic farming can solve many of these 

problems as this system helps to preserve soil productivity and effectively control pest by 

enhancing natural processes and cycles in harmony with environment.  

 

MEANING OF ORGANIC FARMING 

Organic farming is a farming method that involves growing and nurturing crops without the use 

of synthetic based fertilizers and pesticides. Also, no genetically modified organisms are 

permitted. 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE  

Sharma and Saghvi (2017) examined the organic agriculture in India and the constraints 

faced by farmers in practicing organic agriculture in India and found that high input cost, lack of 

inadequate infrastructure, shortage of manure, lack of awareness among consumers, farmers and 

policy makers are the main constraints in organic agriculture and the authors suggests that 

government should provide subsidies and facility to avail easy credit with low interest rate to the 

farmers and also organize workshops, seminars and conferences regarding organic farming.  

MAIN PRINCIPLES OF ORGANICFARMING 

The main principles of organic farming areas follows: 

1. To work as much as possible with in aclosed system, and draw upon local resources. 

2. To sustain the long-term fertility of soils. 

3. To elude all forms of pollution that may result from agricultural techniques. 

4. To produce food stuffs of high nutritional quality and sufficient quantity. 
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5. To reduce the use of fossils energy in agricultural practice to a minimum. 

6. To give livestock conditions of life that confirm to the physiological need. 

 

ORGANIC FARMING IN INDIA: PRESENT STATUS AND FUTURE 

India holds a exclusive position among 172 countries practicing organic agriculture: it has 6, 

50,000 organic producers, 699 processors, 669 exporters and 7,20,000 hectares under farming. 

But, with merely 0.4 % of total agricultural land under organic farming, the industry has a long 

journey ahead. India produced around 1.35 million MT (2015-16) of certified organic products 

which includes all varieties of food products namely Sugarcane, Oil Seeds, Cereals & Millets, 

Cotton, Pulses, Medicinal Plants, Tea, Fruits, Spices, Vegetables, Coffee etc. The production is 

not limited to the edible sector but also produces organic cotton fiber, functional food products 

etc.India ranks 33rd in world in terms of area under organic farming.India rank 88th in terms of 

the ratio of agriculture land under organic crop to total farming area.Madhya Pradesh has highest 

area under organic farming (1.1 mha or 52%).Maharashtra is at 2nd (0.96 mha or 33.6%).Orissa is 

at 3rd (0.67 mha or 9.7%).Uttrakhand and Sikkim is recognized as the organic states. 

FUTURE OF ORGANIC FARMING IN INDIA 

India is poised for faster growth with the growing domestic market. Success of organic 

movement in India be determined by the growth of its own domestic markets. With the sizable 

acreage under naturally organic/default organic cultivation, India has tremendous potential to 

grow crops organically and emerge as  a major supplier of organic products in the world’s 

organic market. With this growing demand more and more technological innovation like IRF 

Technology and their implementation infarmers’field will ensure economically viable organic 

agriculture and help in its adoption by the common farmers even without any subsidy scheme or 

guaranteed premium price. Considering the increasing awareness about the safety and quality of 

foods, long term sustainability of the system and accumulating evidences of being equally 

productive, the organic farming has emerged as an alternative system of farming which can not 

only address the quality and sustainability concerns, but also ensure a debt free, profitable 

livelihood option. 
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CONSTRAINTS FACED BY THE INDIAN ORGANIC GROWERS 

Absence of supportive policy 

The most important constraint felt in the growth of organic farming is the inability of the 

government to take a farm decision to promote organic agriculture.  

Loss of crop yield 

Farmers implementing conventional organic farming face huge losses in the initial years 

(Savage, 2016). Also the time required to attain crop sustainability under present organic 

farmingsystem is still unknown and thereby resulting in high cultivation cost and economic 

unviability. According to an USDA Survey, the organic yields were lower in 84percent areas.  

Non achievement of expected quality 

Most of the organic crop fail to achieve the desired intrinsic and extrinsic qualities as 

expected under organic farming, and thereby lose the consumer base. 

Shortage of biomass and livestock 

Conventional farming practices, increased mechanization and decreasing per capita land 

holding has led to scarcity of bio- resource for compost production that forms a major bottleneck 

towards large scale organic conversion. 

Lack of quality seeds supporting organic agriculture 

Hybrid seeds are designed to react to fertilizers and chemicals. Presently Genetic and 

fertilizer sensitive seed and planting resources rules the market with negligence on indigenous 

varieties, which are more suited for organic farming. There is a big vacuum in the availability of 

quality organic seeds and forms a major constraint for the farmers willing to adopt organic 

farming. 

Lack of storage, transport &organized organic marketing system 

The challenge posed by inadequate agricultural infrastructure and cold storage facilities 

translate to loss of produce due to spoilage. Additionally, poor road infrastructure especially in 

the hilly States, results in poor and delayed connectivity to farmer markets.  

Vested interests of chemical and pesticide lobby  

The seed, fertilizer and pesticide industry as also the importers of these inputs to the 

country have a stake in the conventional farming and their opposition to organic farming is one 

of the biggest hurdle towards dissemination of organic farming. 
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 Lack of awareness and guideline for organic farming  

There is lack of adequate research and development backup as well as training related to  

Organic Farming in India. Most of the farmers in the country have only vague ideas about 

organic farming and its advantages as against the conventional farming methods.  

Inability to meet the export demand 

According to a study by Garibay and Jyoti (2013), Indian organic exports faces different 

constraints viz. high price hopes in relation to quality, inconsistent quality and residues, time 

consuming and complicated paper work etc. as result of the export demand is left unattended.  

Scarcity and high cost for quality analysis 

There is scarcity of economic facilities for quality assessment of organic inputs and 

organic produce. As a result there is absence of quality mapping of most of the organic produce 

(especially for domestic market), which opens up the possibility for spurious products in the 

niche organic market and thereby leads to the decrease in the consumer interest towards organic 

products. 

CONCLUSION 

 India has a rich history of organic farming and the increasing domestic market of organic 

food can provide the necessary drive to the organic movement. Awareness program at both the 

consumer and farmers’ level is necessary for bringing about large scale organic conversion. But 

most importantly innovative organic farming technologies like Inhana Rational Farming (IRF) 

can popularize the practice even among the resource poor farmers by ensuring ecologically and 

economically sustainable organic crop production in a time bound manner. The government 

should provide subsidies and easy credit with low interest rate for organic produce. 
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