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Abstract 

The land known as for its unity and diversity, India has been witness to the most horrific as 

well as terrible atrocities that has ever been committed in the history of humanity. The theme 

of partition of India in the year 1947 has been quite popular in literary works. So, the present 

study attempts to analyze as to how the Partition of 1947 is described by English language 

writers, Khushwant Singh from India and Bapshi Sidhwa from Pakistan. The paper aims to 

do a comparative study as to how both the writers share different perceptive of Partition in 

the novels, Train to Pakistan (1956) and Ice Candy Man (1988) respectively. 

In both the novels we get a clear glimpse of the atrocities of Partition and the ultimate tragedy 

shattering the lives of people across the boundaries. Both the novelists have described the 

pangs of partition in a realistic way whereby readers could feel the horror of it. The study is 

based extensively on the reading of the two texts. Khushwant Singh has tried to give an 

Indian identity to his description while on the other hand Bapshi Sidhwa has given her own 

independent as well as individual perspective.  
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Introduction 

The partition of the Indian subcontinent in the year 1947 is an event of great significance. 

The departure of the British to their own homeland has resulted in the partition of India into 

two independent states, India and Pakistan.  This division was the result of the two nation 

theory, according to which the Hindus and Muslims cannot reside in a single nation due to 

their traditional and cultural differences. This theory ultimately led to the creation of Pakistan 

on 14th August, 1947. According to Hassan (1997), the Partition of 1947 affected millions of 

people and is even considered worse than bloodshed. Furthermore, partition led to huge scale 

migration across boundaries leading to a growth in murders, rapes and violence although. An 

atmosphere of gloomy enveloped the entire situation. 

The theme of partition is pertinent in the works of most postcolonial writers across the 

boundaries. Both the writers Khushwant Singh and Bapsi Sidhwa belong to different 

religious sects, Hindu and Parsi respectively. In Train to Pakistan (1956), Khushwant Singh 

states that though both Sikhs and Muslims were different religious communities, they 

considered themselves as “one”, bound by the strings of brotherhood and a common cultural 

past. On a similar note, Sidhwa in Ice Candy Man (1988) too potrays the gloomy picture of 

partition through her child narrator, Lenny. The comparative analysis will help us to have a 

better insight of the perspectives of partition from two different standpoints. 

Portrayal of Partition 

Khushwant Singh in Train to Pakistan has tried to showcase a unified picture which is the 

assimilation of cultural practices despite differences. He even states that the two 

communities, Hindu and Muslims were tied by the same thread of unity. Here Singh has 

depicted this beautiful bond with the metaphor of human relationships. Nooran, carrying a 

child of her beloved Juugat Singh is a clear indication of the cultural harmony between the 

two communities.  

Furthermore, Jugga sacrificing his life for the sake of his fellow Muslim refugees as well as 

his beloved at the end of the novel is to taken into consideration. The dacoits of Mano Majro 

have planned to attack the people on the train. It was Jaggat Sigh who comes up for their 

rescue. Singh’s depicting the Sikh protagonist as the saviour for his beloved and fellow 

friends can also be regarded as the Indian perspective of Partition. 
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While, on the contrary, Sidhwa’s portrayal of partition is quite different. In her novel, Ice 

Candy Man she even tried to bring in the Brahmin ideology of purity. Lenny, the child 

protagonist narrates an event whereby the food of a Brahmin priest was considered polluted 

as it was touched by a shadow of a non Hindu. This description clearly indicates the sense of 

hatred and orthodox belief of the Brahmins towards the Muslims. She even stated as to how 

communal politics resulted in ultimately the crack of the nation into two parts. Sidhwa even 

brought symbols for highlighting the different ideologies regarding Partition. Even the 

description of the Muslim’s partition of the Hindu baniya is a clear reflection of partition. She 

even tried to personify partition who is being torn apart by the atrocities it has brought in. 

Portrayal of Violence 

Khushwant Singh in Train to Pakistan has portrayed a gloomy yet detailed picture of the 

atrocities of the Muslims on the Sikhs. While, Sidhwa in Ice Candy Man has very objectively 

tried to give us an analytical picture of the entire situation. Singh even tried to justify that the 

Sikhs attacked on the Muslims was just because of their violence against them. He vividly 

gives an account of the crimes committed against the Sikhs. So, in his novel we get a charged 

sheet against the Muslims.  

Sidhwa in Ice Candy Man, has portayed how the creation of the new nation, Pakistan and the 

birthday of Lenny coincide. Lenny’s bitrthday is celebrated with the least eagerness and 

vigour, that with borrowed stuff. Moreover, the cake box is “dented” and the cake is 

“squashed”(Sidhwa 141).  Apart from that, her reprassing of Jinnah can her kind of defence 

for the father of her country. She in her description is very independent. She like Singh has 

never tried to give an official perspective of Pakistan.  

Ghostly trains 

Train to Pakistan as the name suggest is centred on the theme of train. Train is one of the 

most significant symbols used in the novel. Train in Mano Majro is parallel to the life of the 

people. Say for instance- 

“All this has made Mano Majra very conscious of trains. Before daybreak, the mail 

train rushes through on its way to Lahore, and as it approaches the bridge the driver 

invariably blows two long blasts of whistle. In an instant, all Mano Majra comes 

awake. Crows begin to caw. The Mullah at the mosque knows that it is time for the 

Morning Prayer. By the time the 10.30 morning passenger train from Delhi comes in, 
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life in Mano Majra has settled down to its dull daily routine. Men are in the fields… 

as the mid day express goes by, Mano Majra stops to rest… when the evening 

passenger from Lahore comes in everyone gets to work again.” (Singh 5). 

As the novel proceeds we are given the description of the violence of the Muslim against the 

Sikhs. Never in the novel has he portrayed the picture of the Muslims raped or killed by the 

Sikhs. (Singh 75) 

The arrival of the “ghostly train” carring the dead bodies of thousand of Hindu as well as 

Sikhs has added fuel to the fire. This description is almost nightmarish and one could feel the 

pangs of partition too. This creates a disruption in the lives of the people that they do not 

know how to cope with. Silence envelopes the entire village of Mano Majro. 

Similarly, Sidhwa too has given a description of the train massacres. Her description seems 

so realistic that one can help but be at awe hearing such atrocities. She even regarded the train 

massacres as on the most horrific events in the history of mankind. Say for instance- 

“Everyone in it is dead. Butchered. They are all Muslim. There are no young women 

among dead! Only a gunny bag full of women’s breasts!” (Sidhwa 149) 

Victimization of Women 

According to Pennebaker (2000), the tales of partition are witness to the fact that women of 

Sikh, Hindus and Muslims were the greatest victims of the religious as well as cultural 

persecution. 

In Train to Pakistan, Khushwant Singh has given a vivid description of the atrocities of 

partition on women. He gives the picture of Sundari, who on her forth day after marriage 

witnessed her husband stripped naked and she was gang raped by a group of Muslims.  

Similarly, Sidhwa in Ice Candy Man, has presented a heart wrenching picture of the 

abduction of the Ayah. Apart from that, the Ayah was even kidnapped by the Ice Candy Man. 

This clearly indicates how the Candy Man was successful in stripping her identity as a 

woman.  

Furthermore, the amputation of breasts and the description of bags carrying breasts of women 

is one of the most gruesome acts of violence committed. Many women in order to protect 

their family honour even committed suicide by burning themselves. 
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Portrayal of the British 

Khushwant Singh in Train to Pakistan does not portray the ills of the British. Rather his 

approach was more of a neutral kind. Singh has given a description whereby the British 

officials were after money. Characters like Hukum Chand, a magistrate of the Police is shown 

as an corrupted official.  

Sidhwa too in Ice Candy Man has portrayed the relationship shared by the Indians with the 

Britishers. She even accused the British for favouring the Hindus as well as the Congress 

Party. Apart from that she brings in the picture where the Indians along with the British 

officials have exploited the Muslims, depriving them of proper land share. She even accused 

the British for sowing seeds of hatred among the Hindus and Muslims. Even, grating the state 

of Kashmir to India is even regarded as illogical by her. This violence has even led to various 

wars between the two counties fighting for their rights. 

Psychological Trauma 

The pangs of partition were felt not only by the adults by also by the young children too. 

They too were the witness of this ghostly, dark phase. Partition has led a toll not only on the 

physical health but has severe consequences on mental health too.  

Singh in his description has not much focused on the mental trauma of his characters. Though 

there are various instances of silence as to how to act to the violent condition. 

But, Bapshi Sidwa has tried to focus in this aspect through the mind of Lenny and Ranna. 

Lenny has witnessed a Sikh mob whereby they were fighting with the Muslims. Seeing this 

incident, she was very terrified. As soon as she returned home, she took her “lifelike doll” 

and began tearing it apart into pieces until “the cloth skin is ripped up to the armpits spilling 

chunks of greyish cotton and coiled brown coir”. (Sidhwa 148). This is a clear picture of the 

disturbed state of Lenny’s mind. 

Ranna too is being inflicted violence to which is totally unaware of. Though Ranna scars 

might heal but the psychological trauma and anguish he felt can never totally be erased and 

will leave an imprint forever. 
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Pre- Partition era   

In Train to Pakistan, Khushwant Singh has portrayed a harmonious picture of the village of 

Mano Majro. Life at the village begins with the Muslim calling Allah-o- Akbar. The Sikh 

prayer followed it. However, the day ends with the Imam’s prayer “God is great” (Singh 5). 

Here, Singh is depicting the peaceful and harmonious life of the villagers before partition, 

despite their differences. But, partition made the peace oasis as a ghostly place after the 

arrival of the deadly trains. 

Similary, in Ice Candy Man the pre partition era was harmonious and peace loving. She even 

describes the relationship of love between the two communities. Shanta was desired by the 

Muslim protagonist, Ice Candy Man, Sher Singh, Hari, the gardener, the Muslim butcher and 

many more. Sidhwa has shown a happy go atmosphere until partition shattered all the 

beautiful bonds of unity. 

Symbols 

Symbol is one of the most important literary devices that add beauty and glaze to any literary 

work. Both the writers in their novels have also extensively used a lot of symbols. 

Khushwant Singh has used a lot of symbols in his novel. Say for instance, Meet Singh who 

forbade the Hindus and Sikhs from killing the Muslims can be regarded as a symbol of 

harmony.  

Train too is another significant symbol and is used in the title of the novel too. Train is used 

as a symbol of the destruction and violence of partition. The trains were used to carry the 

corpses of the inflicting communal atrocities. Say for instance: “...the Sikhs retaliated by 

attacking a Muslim refugee train and sending it across the border with over a thousand 

corpses.” (Singh 166)  Kirpan too is yet another symbol for destruction. 

Sidhwa too in her novel has used a lot of symbols. Some of them are- 

Ayah one of the important characters in the text, too stands for communal harmony. She too 

was desired my many men irrespective of the community they belong too. 

“Only the group around Ayah remains unchanged, Hindu, Muslim, Parsee are as always 

unified around her.” (Sidhwa 72) 
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Knives, daggers, axes too were also used as symbols of destruction. Sharbat Khan says” I 

never knew there were so many daggers and knives in Lahore.” (Sidhwa 151). 

Conclusion 

After a close reading of the two texts Train to Pakistan and Ice Candy Man by Khushwant 

Singh and Bapshi Sidhwa and referring to many other texts for a better comparison, we can 

say that both the writers have tried to depict a realistic picture of partition with its atrocities 

as well as violence. As both the novels were penned in the pre partition era it has description 

of events of both partition as well as post partition. 

Khushwant Singh has highlighted the harmonious environment before partition and has also 

described the pangs of partition. Singh tried to give a more Indian description as tried to 

justify the Sikhs atrocities against Muslims by stating that they only inflicted violence only in 

retaliation. In the novel, he has also not shown the British in bad light and almost gives them 

a neutral role. 

Sidhwa on the other hand, questions the rationale of partition and even accused the Britishers 

for disturbing the age old thread of harmony. She in the novel has used a lot of symbols to 

justify her standpoint. Her description of partition through the eyes of Lenny, a child narrator 

has given us an insight that partition not only affected the adults but disturbed the young 

children too. In comparison to Singh, Sidhwa was more realistic, honest and objective in her 

portrayal of the events that followed partition.  

To conclude, we can say that, though both the novels centres around the theme of partition, 

both the novelist have different standpoints and in every way tried to hold a true reflection of 

partition which they witnessed. 
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