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Abstract 

In a democratic country like India Children’s are further threatened by inadequate 

involvement of civil society in defending their rights. Children needs opportunities to learn 

what their rights and duties are, how their freedom is limited by the rights and freedoms of 

others and how their actions can affect the rights of others. Neighbourhood Community 

Network (NCN) an NGO, emphasize the inclusion of persons with disabilities by creating a 

separate portfolio called Child Ministers for Disability Concerns. Special effort was taken to 

reach out to various institutions working with persons with disabilities. For example: With 

the support of Little Flower School for the hearing-impaired in Chennai, organised children 

parliaments, in the residential areas nearby the school where the children come. Several 

attempts were taken to get children with visual, hearing impairment and other children with 

disabilities to follow and participate in the meetings of the children’s parliaments as it 

happens at the State level. The aim of the study is to find the level of participation of children 

with disabilities in inclusive children parliament. 
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Introduction  

The children organize children in the neighbourhood in a structured way to address 

their issues and problems through a medium called Neighbourhood Parliaments of Children 

(NPCs).  Each NPC has its own Ministers like Child Prime Minister, Child Minister for 

Finance, Child Minister for Health, Child Minister for Environment, Child Minister for 

Defence (i.e. to defend child rights), Child Minister for Sports etc. The dynamics of 

organizing children as parliaments and as ministers of a territory has its own impact. The 

children have a territory to be accountable for. They have their own area of jurisdiction. Thus, 

they are different from the mock parliaments that we find in some schools, colleges, or so. In 

such mock parliaments, the members and the minister’s act out a show and when the session 

is over, they cease to be ministers. But here on the other hand, children continue to be 

ministers and members even when they are not in session. They continue to be answerable 
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and responsible for the people, realities, and challenges in the given neighbourhood territory. 

Especially when a child is given the ministry for a particular portfolio, say for environment, 

he or she is motivated automatically to learn more about the subject, read more about it, 

collect more data etc. and eventually say something sensible at the next meeting of the child 

parliament. When various such child ministers specialize on various subjects and share about 

them in the sessions of Child parliaments the members get a multi-sided awareness of the 

various issues involved. 

Pandey (2009) found that a large majority of the principal of both types of public and 

government school were unaware of the resources they could make use for providing 

supportive services needed by children with special needs for their education in inclusive 

setup; Almost all regular teachers of both types of schools were affirmative about the need 

for specialist support; 80% of regular teachers of both types of schools were positive towards 

inclusive education More than half of the principals of both public and government school 

accepted that they do not have knowledge and awareness about legal provisions for education 

of children with special needs. Generic studies of participation have concluded that there is 

an array of participation activity across England, although there is variability across different 

sectors and within service areas, and limited evidence gathered on impact (Cutler and Frost, 

2001; Kirby et al, 2003a; Department of Health 2003d; Oldfield and Fowler, 2004; Davey, 

2010; Burke 2010).  

Cutler and Frost (2009) illustrated how children and young people were most likely to be 

involved in generating ideas about existing and new policies or services, and were less likely 

to be involved in service delivery, monitoring or evaluation. In addition, participation was 

most frequently centred on activities which can be seen to have an obvious impact on 

children such as leisure, recreation or safety, rather than to be involved in making decisions 

about broader issues or services such as transport or housing (Oldfield and Fowler, 2004; 

Davey, 2010). Willow et al (2004) found that despite a large amount of energy and goodwill, 

there was little to show in return for the time and effort expended. Analysis of the 2006 

Children and Young People’s Plans illustrated that although consultation had taken place, the 

level, depth and quality of engagement varied considerably (Lord et al, 2006).Analysis of 75 

plans in 2008, indicated that children and young people had been consulted in the preparation 

of every plan, however, there was not sufficient evidence to draw conclusions about the 

quality of the consultations (Atkinson, 2008). 
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Objective of the study: 

 To study the socio-demographic conditions of the respondents. 

 To study the level of awareness and participation of children with disabilities in 

inclusive children parliament.  

Research Methodology: 

Qualitative method is adapted for the study. The purpose of this qualitative case study was to 

explore the lived experiences of individuals with disabilities who participated in the inclusive 

children parliament. The research study typically focuses on the common attributes of the 

students with disabilities and also to find the level of awareness, participation in inclusive 

children parliament. In-depth interviews were the primary data gathering method, those who 

were the members of the children parliament. Three cases were discussed and analysed to 

interpret the phenomenon of their level of participation and awareness. The study is limited to 

one district which is Tamilnadu. 

Case study: The case study is potentially the most valuable method known for obtaining a 

true and comprehensive picture of individuality. 

Case Study Questionnaire:  A standardized semi structured questions were asked to the 

respondents, where it is used to measure the awareness and participation level of the 

disability of the students, who were the part of children parliament 

Analysis and Findings: 

Case 1 

Savitha and Priya (name changed) were twins with hearing impairment hails from Krishnagiri 

District. They were about to know that group of children are gathering in the Neighbourhood 

and discussing every Saturdays, Priya was eager to know about the Inclusive Neighbourhood 

Children Parliament and also, she wanted to participate in the meetings but she was skeptical 

and doubtful how she will communicate with other children. Both of them were not aware 

about the children parliament. But later they were able to communicate effectively when 

appropriate training and awareness was given. In Neighbourhood Parliaments of Children, 
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they assume their proper roles in society and take responsibilities including that of 

governance.The children, customarily considered dependent on adults, will now be enabled to 

assume the role of care takers of their neighbourhood. Both of them able to take 

responsibility for their actions, life, growth and development.  They generally resent advices 

which turn them to learn from life by themselves and advice one another. They themselves 

begin to find solutions to their problems. 

“I always felt that I am different, I never used to mingle with everyone. But I always thought 

that I wanted to participate in the community and wanted to play a role. This happened to 

me, I never thought this Neighbourhood Parliament of Children would shape me and make 

my dream come true. I become self disciplined and self motivated on account of the influence 

of Neighbourhood Parliament of Children. It gives me confident to interact with civil, social 

and religious structures and thus gain confidence to participate in governance at ever wider 

realms.” Says Priya, a hearing impairment teenager who is the part of Neighbourhood 

Parliament of Children. 

 

“I got the opportunity to interact with other children in the Neighbourhood.  I gain self 

confidence in conquering psychological complexes. I were able to handle all the hard 

situations that I face and developmy personal skillswhich enhancesmy leadership qualities.” 

Says Savitha. 

 
Case 2: 

Saravanan, (name changed) an eight-year-old boy, remained reticent because of his visual 

disability. As he was completely isolated from the mainstream, he waited for the 

transformation that would create opportunity form him to participate in the community.He 

involved in the Neighbourhood Parliament of Children in his locality, once he came to know 

about it. He participated and became a member which brought him self-confidence, life-

oriented education and developed his talents, growth, maturity of emotions and mind.The 

children in Neighbourhood Parliaments are put in a situation where they get to develop with 

ease their talents in communication, in writing, singing and acting.The mental horizon of 

children gets wider and wider as, starting from their neighbourhood and village, their 

involvements extend to panchayat, block and district and the state, and thereafter to national 

and international levels. This equips them to be harbingers of a new world order tomorrow. 

“I am an introvert, I never thought I will understand the significance of the community which 

understands me more than ever. This Neighbourhood Parliament of Children gives me huge 

awareness in human values in the community. It Increase my confidence and improved my 

expression and communication. It shaped me how I want to be” says, Saravanan. 
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Discussion: 

 
The Neighbourhood Parliaments of Children provide children with forums they could use to 

acquire self-development. They discuss problems and issues when they gather together. 

While doing so, they get their notions clarified. They take decisions which they execute 

meticulously and also get to interact with elders and people of importance. They get 

opportunities to take part in training and formation programmes, as they visit places and 

learn. These experiences are formative in nature. 

Those who possess ideas and dreams are not always good at articulating them. They search 

for words; they often lack coherence. Their public presentation may lack attractive 

formulations and logic. The traditional stage-fright haunts most people. As a result, they are 

unable to face a crowd and sometimes, even a small group of peers. Therefore, it is absolutely 

necessary for each to learn the art of public speaking and the use of techniques of 

communication. 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child has the following: Children have the right to 

participate in decision-making processes that may be relevant in their lives and to influence 

decisions taken in their regard -- within the family, the school or the community(Article 12). 

Similarly, it is also said that children should play their part in governance. But participation 

by children and governance by children cannot be a reality unless the children have adequate 

and viable forums where they could exercise participation and governance. Neighbourhood 

Parliaments of Children provide these forums.These days, interested individuals all over the 

world are discussing in depth the concept of formation through action. The concept cannot 

deliver results in a vacuum. It too needs suitable forums, which The Neighbourhood 

Parliaments of Children provide. Since Neighbourhood Parliaments of Children include all 

the children, these opportunities do find a way to reach them all. 

PROTEUS JOURNAL

VOLUME 11 ISSUE 9 2020

ISSN/eISSN: 0889-6348

http://www.proteusresearch.org/     Page No: 617



 

The above table represents 38 % of children have increased participation level towards 

community, 42% of the children who were the member in Neighbourhood children 

parliament developed their awareness. 52% of the children increased their self confidence 

and 43% of the children build their leadership qualities by participating in Neighbourhood 

children parliament. 

Conclusion: 

We also live in a world where with just a click of the button of the cell phone we could talk to 

someone at the other end of the world. A world of easy communicability and organizability. 

Each such neighbourhood parliament is to be inclusive too, i.e., organised in such a way that 

no child is left out and every child is automatically a member whether active or not. As these 

Neighbourhood Parliaments of Children are to be federated at various levels beginning from 

that of the village and reach up to that of the entire world, we could have even a global safety 

network for children and by children. 
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