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Abstract: 

Things Fall Apart is beautifully divided into three parts and twenty-five chapters.  The 

primary part of the novel narrates how the protagonist Okonkwo was able to go up in life 

through his hard work although his father is physically weak and lazy.  Chiefly it describes the 

situation under which a boy named Ikemefuna from one amongst the neighbouring villages 

comes to Umuofia and is assigned to remain in Okonkwo’s house. It also describes finally killed 

by the villagers of Umuofia as a revenge for one amongst their own women having been killed 

by a person form the villages to which Ikemefuna belonged.  The closing part of this chapter 

describes unfortunately how he had killed a boy from the village and had to flee from his village 

and clan.  The Part two of the novel clearly portrays Okonkwo’s life in Mbanta during his exile 

for seven years.  It also describes how during those years the white man – first the missionaries 

and administrators ingrained themselves in Umuofia and its neighbouring village. The ultimate 

part describes the clash between the natives and also the white men also the tragic fall of the 

massive leader Okonkwo. 
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Chinua Achebe is the most popular writer not just from Nigeria. Each of Achebe's novels 

illuminates a different era in the recent history of Nigeria. Things Fall Apart (1958) is set in a 

customary Ibo village community during first European missionaries and administrative officials 
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were beginning to enter into Africa. The heroic story is set during the late 18th and 19th century in 

a small village called Umuofia situated in the southeastern part of Nigeria.  It is the eminent 

period in pioneer history when the British were extending their impact in Africa, financially, 

socially, and intentionally. 

Achebe's Things Fall Apart wonderfully delineates the terrible fall of the legend named 

Okonkwo, his manliness structures into oppression, and his physical quality unavoidably 

changes into an uncontrolled rage.  From an increasingly broad viewpoint, Achebe sets this when 

colonizing began in the Okonkwo ascends from humble causes to turn into an amazing pioneer 

in Umuofia, a provincial town in South-Eastern Nigeria. As Okonkwo raises the ladder to 

advance, regardless, it turns out to be evident that his characteristics are also his deficiencies; his 

fearlessness becomes pride region of Nigeria for an immense scope. Along these lines, Achebe 

sets up an equivalent between Okonkwo's own fiasco and expansionism's shocking destruction of 

nearby African social orders. 

The novel opens with magnificent opening passage throughout the entire existence of 

African Literature: The opening sentence takes the pursuer straight into the wonderful Umuofian 

culture, with the enormous presentation of  the protagonist Okonkwo “Roaring flame” and his 

wrestling skill, in this way signifying the noteworthiness of the socio-social estimation of the 

framework. 

Okonkwo was well-known throughout the nine villages and even 

beyond. His fame rested on solid personal achievements. As a young man of 

eighteen, he had brought honour to his village by throwing Amalinze the 

cat. Amalinze was the great wrestler who for seven years was unbeaten, 
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from Umuofia to Mabino. He was called the cat because his back would 

never touch the earth. It was this man that Okonkwo threw fight which 

the old men agreed was one of the fiercest since the founder of their town 

engaged a spirit of the wild for seven days and seven nights. (TFA 3) 

        

Okonkwo was a wealthy farmer, had two barns full of yams, and had just married his third wife. To 

crown it all he had taken two titles and had shown incredible prowess in two inter-tribal wars. And so 

although Okonkwo was still young, he was already one of the greatest men of his time. (TFA6) 

Okonkwo is a well-known man in his society and known for his courage 

throughout the nine villages. Indeed, even as a young man of eighteen, he 

has brought honour to his village by throwing Amalinze the Cat. He is an 

encapsulation of boldness and success, which happens to be the highest 

ideal of Igbo culture. "He has no patience with unsuccessful men. He had 

had no, patience with his father" (TFA3). 

 Okonkwo’s father Unoka provides a sharp contrast to him. Unoka is lazy, improvident, a 

debtor and a drunkard. He is poor, a loafer and a miserable failure. "Unoka was never happy 

when it came to wars. He was, in fact, a coward and could not bear the sight of blood" (TFA6). 

Unoka's weaknesses contrastively highlight the heroic qualities of Okonkwo. 

 
"When Unoka died he had taken no title at all and he was heavily in debt. 

Any wonder then that his son Okonkwo was ashamed of him? 

Fortunately, among these people, a man was judged according to his 

worth and not according to the worth of his father. Okonkwo was clearly 

cut out for great things”. (TFA6) 
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Okonkwo who is popularly called as ‘Flaming Fire’ (TFA112) is chosen to represent the 

village when there is a war between Umuofia and neighbouring   village Mbaino. . After two 

days he comes back with Ikemefuna. Ikemefuna is to stay with Okonkwo until the Oracle 

instructs the elders on what to do with the boy. In spite of the fact that Ikemefuna “the ill-fated 

lad” “Ikemefuna had gotten so profoundly connected to Okonkwo, as per the principles of the 

tribe, he must be executed. He is, consequently, trapped in a predicament among fondness and 

coldblooded obligation.  

Soon after Ikemefuna's demise, things start to turn out badly for Okonkwo. During the 

funeral Ceremony of Ezedu, the grand old man of the village Okonkwo’s gun explodes and kills 

the grandson of Ezeudu accidentally. Despite the way that Okonkwo is strong essentially, he 

respects the standards of his tribe and acknowledges the clan and accepts the punishment of 

banishment for the crime that he committed unintentionally. Okonkwo has to undergo a period 

of exile for seven years. So he decides to move to Mbanta his mother’s village. When 

Okonkwo's banishment arrives to an end, it is unbearable to see changes took place in African 

life due to colonialism. 

The colonial encounter between the white and the black involves 

religious clash. Okonkwo who is prominently known as the `Roaring 

Flame' is rankled to learn about his to son's conversion Christianity. 

And immediately Okonkwo's eyes were opened and he saw the whole 

matter clearly. …impotent ash. He sighed again; deeply” (TFA140). 

          And it absolutely was not just simply a personal grief. He mourned for the kin, that he saw 

calling it quills, and falling apart and he mourned for the warlike men of Umuofia,   He who had so 
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unaccountably become soft like women. When they are deliberating about the uprightness and 

solidarity of their clan, a messenger comes there and tells them, "The white man whose power 

you know too well has ordered this meeting to stop. (TFA 149) Such an order from the white 

man is too much for Okonkwo to bear. "In a flash, Okonkwo drew his matchet. The messenger 

crouched to avoid the blow. It was useless. Okonkwo's matchet descended twice and the man's 

head lay beside his uniformed body." (TFA 149) 

Okonkwo asks the folks take up arms against arms against the white man. 

However they're not ready for such actions they let him down. The murder of the messenger by 

Okonkwo is a crime according to the Christian law. The District Commissioner arrives at 

Okonkwo's compound along with soldiers and court messengers in order to arrest him. On 

hearing this message Okonkwo hangs himself to death by a tree behind his compound. Obierika 

takes the District Commissioner and his soldiers to the spot. "Then they came to the tree from 

which Okonkwo's body was dangling, and they stopped dead" (TFA 151).Thus the tragic fall of 

great hero Okonkwo. 
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